
SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS 
& OPPORTUNITIES

The Ocean City Jazz Festival (OCJF) is North Topsail Beach’s 
premier cultural event organized by the Ocean City Beach Citizens 
Council, a 501 c3, non-profit corporation. The Jazz Fest, which 
takes place the weekend of the July 4th holiday, features local 

and nationally recognized musicians.
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We are excited to extend an invitation to you to be a part of the 14th annual Ocean City 
Jazz Festival.  This 3-day festival is a celebration of jazz and the 75th anniversary of the 
historic Ocean City Beach Community.

We are centrally located on Topsail Island, one of the top 10 summer vacation 
destinations in the US, and have a highly visible street presence and strong traffic count.  
This provides an excellent opportunity for your brand activation paired with an 
outstanding social cause.

The Jazz Fest, which takes place the weekend of the July 4th holiday, features local and The Jazz Fest, which takes place the weekend of the July 4th holiday, features local and 
nationally, recognized musicians. In addition to reaching a large and key demographic, 
your company should consider sponsoring the Ocean City Jazz Festival because: 

Sponsoring OC Jazz events will help you build market share
Enhance your brand and reach new customers
The Jazz Festival will help you get your message across in engaging ways
Employees want to live and work in a vibrant community
Jazz fosters a creative environment, which is among the top applied skills sought by Jazz fosters a creative environment, which is among the top applied skills sought by 
employers
Jazz creates an environment that blends backgrounds, ethnicities, cultures and 
Sponsoring the arts is an effective way to demonstrate community and employee 
appreciation. 
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HISTORY OF JAZZ FESTIVAL

HISTORY OF OCEAN CITY BEACH

The vision of the Ocean City Jazz Festival is to:
● Enhance sustainable economic growth for the Ocean City Beach Community.
● Improve the environmental health of the Ocean City Beach Community.
● Preserve history of community.

OUR VISION

After World War II, Edgar Yow, an enterprising white Wilmington attorney and former Wilmington mayor purchased six 
miles of beach property on Topsail Island. As mayor, Yow realized that in the Jim Crow era there was a need for 
beachfront recreational opportunities for African-Americans. Therefore, in 1949, The Ocean City Beach Community was 
founded. This beach community was the only place African-Americans could purchase coastal property in North Carolina at 
the time. The Ocean City Beach Community was inducted to the Jacksonville-Onslow African American Heritage Trail in 
2014 and to the North Carolina Civil Rights Trail in 2022. 

In 2009, to celebrate the community's 60th anniversary, a Fayetteville, NC jazz saxophonist and his accompanists provided 
entertainment on the porch of the Community Center. All in attendance, both visitors and residents enjoyed the 
celebration, launching the annual Ocean City Jazz Festival as a vehicle to promote and celebrate the history of the Ocean 
City Beach Community. The Festival has grown annually in attendance and features nationally recognized jazz artists 
making it a perfect venue and destination for the summer. 

The Ocean City Jazz Festival is committed to presenting the gold-standard of jazz by producing a showcase event that 
raises an appreciation of the genre of jazz, fosters economic growth, unites artists and attendees, and inspire a new 
generation culturally through the history of the Ocean City Beach Community. We desire to showcase the event and in-
crease its positive impact on Topsail Island and the broader area. Enhance the festival's commitment to being the desti-
nation site for tourism. Create unique memories for our attendee and stay culturally and artistically grounded.

OUR MISSION

OCEAN CITY
STORY
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DEAR POTENTIAL
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OUR IMPACT

The Ocean City Jazz Festival is committed to reducing its impact on the environment. We strive to improve our 
environmental performance and commit ourselves to additional projects and activities that will further reduce our footprint 
on the environment. We collaberate with like-minded organizations such as OceanFest, the NC Coastal Federation, NC 
Seagrant and others. Our commitment to the environment extends to our attendees, volunteers, and the community in which 
we operate.
We are committed to:

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Complying with all applicable environmental regulations to prevent pollution whenever possible
Training all of our volunteers about our environmental program and empower them to contribute and participate
Communicating our environmental commitment and efforts to our attendees, volunteers, and our community
Continually improve over time by striving to measure our environmental impacts by setting goals to reduce these impacts 
each year.

The funds generated from the festival are used to sustain, and amplify the community's constant campaign to curtail the 
threats of erosion and rising sea levels, provide economic independence, engage, amplify, and promote the history 
Ocean City Beach Community .

Reinforce the Dunes
Purchase sea grass
Sand pushes
Purchase ADA mats and materials
Rope, stakes, tools for the annual 
installation of used Christmas trees
 at the foot of Dunes at the foot of Dunes

Replace community beach access or 
crossover
Landscaping and maintenance for 
community signs and North Carolina 
Civil Rights Trail Marker
Landscaping and maintenance for Landscaping and maintenance for 
strategically located Rain Gardens that 
help alleviate flooding of the 
community
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MORE IMPACT
ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY
& COMMUNITY INVESTMENT
●
●
●
●

Capital funds to purchase distressed properties for the Ocean City Land Trust
Arts and musical education
Bringing awareness to the area and it's historical founding
Capital Funds to construct a multipurpose community center that would be a source of income for the 
community by renting it for Beach Weddings, Receptions, and house a museum open for paid tours 
and school trips
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FESTIVAL
DEMOGRAPHICS

HOUSEHOLD

COUPLE, WITH CHILDREN 60%

COUPLE, NO CHILDREN 22%

SINGLE, NO CHILDREN 13%

GENDER

MALE 45%

FEMALE 55%

AGE 25-36 11%
AGES 37-48 15%
AGES 49-65 41%
AGES 65+ 31%

AGE

EDUCATION

UNDERGRADUATE 39.1%

POST-GRADUATE 30.9%

OTHER 30%

ATTENDED 1-5 YEARS 44%
ATTENDED 6-9 YEARS 34%
FIRST TIME VISITORS 22%

ATTENDANCE

BLACK 57%
CAUCASIAN 35%
HISPANIC OR LATINO 5%

ETHNICITY
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SPONSORSHIP
PACKAGES
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Reach a Key Demographic
Enhance Your Brand and Reach new customers

The community has a long history of supporting its benefactors. 
Please contact us or visit our website to learn about how your business
can become a supporter of the 2024 Ocean City Jazz Festival.

"Sponsoring the Ocean City Jazz Festival 
helps us communicate with one of our 
target audiences, demonstrating our 
shared values. We enjoy attending the 
festival, supporting local Black history, 
and promoting jazz music. We sponsor 
year after year." 

Saad & Shaw - 
Comprehensive Fund Development 

Chris Rackley, 
President Lewis Realty

"Lewis Realty gladly sponsors the Ocean 
City Jazz Fest to not only promote the 
arts but to help preserve our 
community's history. Lewis Realty also 
benefits through engagement and 
realtionships with visitors that result in 
increased business." 

●
●

BECOME A 2024 SPONSOR

SPONSOR TESTIMONIALS

CALL TO ACTION
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July 5 - July 7

THANK 
YOU!
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